
The end of the 11+ last year has
caused many problems for all
schools in Northern Ireland.  Each
Grammar school became
responsible for the conducting of its
own entrance exam.  As many will
know Primary 7 pupils were
potentially faced with two different
exams to enter the Grammar
stream; one for all of the Catholic
and some of the other Grammars
such as Rainey, Portora and
Victoria  and one for the rest.  It is
hoped that this duplication can be
resolved for next year’s exams.

The exams were held under
a very uniform and strict regime, for
example the tests had to be in
classrooms rather than a Hall, no
wall displays were permitted and
pupils had to be given an
opportunity to familiarise
themselves with the examination site
beforehand.

On the day, all the planning
proved effective and 215 students
sat the exam in the College and
additional prospective students sat
the exam in centres closer to their
homes.
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St. Malachy Unveiled

'

The College celebrated the feast of St Malachy on the 3rd of November in a very special
way this year. There was the usual mass for the whole school in St Patricks but the day
was also marked with the official Blessing and unveiling of the new statue of the Malachy
that will dominate the main corridor of the school. The statue was first announced at the
175th Dinner in the Great Hall at Queens. The work of art was to be a gift from St
Malachy’s Old Boys and the priests of the diocese. The sculptor commissioned for the
work was Brid Ni Rinn, a Dublin artist who had already demonstrated her skill in the
sculpture of St Bernard for the rebuilding of the church named after him in 2003. It was
very fitting that these two saints, such friends in life, be artistically recreated together.
The statue was blessed by Bishop Walsh, past President, past Chairman of the Board of
Governors and long time friend of the College.
Malachy’s mitre and staff are not of the modern design but are accurate reproductions of
those he would have used. The hands of the statue are slightly larger than life to reflect
the physical work that St Malachy did in his ministry when he himself worked manually
in the rebuilding of Bangor Monastery.
The statue was placed at the main pupils’ entrance, at the end of the Presidents’ corridor
and appropriately facing up the corridor to the College Chapel.

Selection Issues
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There have been a number of changes made to the Board  of Governors. Mr. Fergal
Macelhatten has been re-elected as Parent Governor and after many years of valuable
service Mr Paul McCrory has stood down  as the Teacher Govenor to be replaced by
by Mrs Seaneen Moorehead.   Monsignor Colm McCaughan. Vice-chairman of the
board. (pictured on the right seated beside Dr Morrin) has stepped down after an
exemplory career which has balanced his work as Chancellor of the Diocese with
important roles in education as head of the CCMS and a Governor of St Mary's
College of Education among many other roles.  A Malachian himself, he has always
taken a very keen interest in the College and has been one of the architects of its
development.  From North Antrim, the Monsignor continues a long family connection
with the College - one way or another there has been a McCaughan invovled with the
College for 160  years - in a variety of roles including  President.



Music Matters -  Twilight Music

(College's new synthetic pitch)

This term saw the start of the Music Department’s new initiative – Twilight
Teaching sessions.  Since the start of term the two Wednesday afternoon
classes have run concurrently from 4.00 – 6.00.  Miss Lowry has a class of 7
following an Introduction to Music Technology course while Mr McCrisken
has a group of 11 studying for AS/A2 music (CEA).  This forms part of our
Community Plan, funded from the Music Specialism grant, and the profile of
the participants reflects a wide spectrum of the community.  There are students
from other schools where A-level music is unavailable, students who  cannot
be allocated to the class of their choice, gap year students, music teachers
from other schools brushing up on their ICT skills, ‘mature’ students and even
students from St Malachy’s looking to broaden their experience.  We are
confident that, with this service, we are answering a need in the community.  If
anyone reading this, and this includes staff and students at St Malachy’s, is
interested in finding out more they can speak to either Miss Lowry or Mr
McCrisken in the Music Department. 
Community visits 
As well as the weekly visits to our partner schools several music groups have
had a busy time this term providing music for a variety of occasions:
·       Several students played in an ad hoc ensemble for the reopening of St
Colmcilles’ Church in East Belfast on September 27th
·       The Senior Traditional Group were ecstatically received at a concert in
Clonard Monastery for the Conway Centre on 3rd October; as a result they
are to perform a series of engagements for Feile an phobail in February
·       The Senior String Quartet have played for several engagements including
the Inter Board celebratory concert in the Waterfront Hall on 4th December,
a wedding in Galgorm Manor the next day and a striking performance at prize
night on December 17th
·       It is heartening that, when a Senior Ensemble is indisposed, a junior
group can often step in instead.  So, when Trinity Lodge Senior Citizens
Ormeau Road asked the Senior Traditional group to play for them during the
week of their internal exams the Junior Traditional group was duly despatched
under the guidance of Matthew Lenaghan to fulfil the engagement.  This was
significant public experience for these young but very promising players.

On November 25th Fr Aelred, formerly Fr Gerry Magee, a past head
of music here, visited the Music Department to present two of our students
with very fine violins which were purchased with money he kindly donated to
the department.  This money was the proceeds of a concert by the Malachian
Orchestra, an ensemble of past pupils who performed a symphonic programme
nearly a year ago as part of our 175th anniversary celebrations.

The two students to benefit initially from this bequest are Declan
Kennedy (year 12) and Matthew Lenaghan (year 11).  We are confident that
these instruments will prove a boost to their already accomplished playing
and in future years other violinists will also avail of the Fr Aelred violins..
Guests for the occasion included past heads of music Fr Kevin McMullan
and Mr Paul McBride, former teacher in the department Mary Mallon, Mgr
Colm McCaughan who donated his brother-in-law’s trumpet to us recently,
parents, representatives of our partner schools, members of staff and pupils.

The two college choirs have been recording for the BBC and they
were seen – and heard – on BBC before Christmas on a programme called
‘Our Wee World’.  This took the form of a sequence of Christmas music and
words recorded all over Northern Ireland.  The choirs were recorded in the
College Chapel and the images were recorded in front of the College’s main
building. The Senior Choir performed ‘On This Day’ and the Junior Choir
sang 'When A Child is Born.'



The College continues to play in its role in building bridges
internationally.
In March 30 Gaelic players from the College will visit the
University of Pensilvania in Philadelphia and  then visit
New York.  The boys will attend Monsignor Bonner High
School in Philadelphia who will make a reciprocal visit to
the College after Easter.
At the same time 8 College musicians will join with
Assumption Grammar in playing in Washington over the
St Patrick’s period.
The College has also been invited to become the first
Northern Irish host school and hub of Sage Global. This
is an organisation founded to provide a new educational
structure and support network for secondary level school
students around the world to advance business and social
entrepreneurship.  It is based at secondary school level
and uses university students as mentors and will invole
links with the universities and other third level institutions
in Northern Ireland.  The College will  represent Ireland,
one of the 19 countries involved, at the Sage World Cup
in Cape Town in July.

Prizegiving

The College Library has been blessed with another
collection of young enthusiastic students and the books
have been flying off the shelves.

We have not reached Christmas, yet we have
already nearly matched 50% of the total issues of last
year. (Well done!) It would be nice for the Librarian to
claim this is because he has chosen so many exciting new
novels and other texts, which he has, but the main reason
is the fact that every English class from year 8 to year 10
now have an allocated period in the library each week.
These opportunities are the main reason for the welcome
upsurge in reading and a long waiting list for the more
popular novels. Indeed Year 8 have borrowed almost
half of the total books issued in the school.

As well as the daily buzz of projects being
completed using the computers and printers and the
already mentioned upsurge in reading, the biggest change
in the Library this term has been the re-introduction of
the well attended Student after school tutoring service.
This excellent programme allows some students who
require extra work on certain subjects to work with Senior
boys who have already excelled in these subjects and
enjoy the opportunity to work with their fellow students.

UPSURGE IN YOUNG READERS

The 2009 prize giving ceremony was held on the
17th December. Because of the very numbers
involved the event was again held in the College
Restaurant.  The guest speaker this year was
Ciaran Hinds, past pupil and actor.  The star of
Rome, Persuasion, Jane Eyre, Munich. Ivanhoe
and countless others recounted his experiences

in the College and praised how it had prepared him for his career.
He made the point that
a true actor should
desire not fame and
fortune but continuous
opportunity to act and if
successful the rest will
follow.  Ciaran is to
feature in the next Harry
Potter movie as
Dumbledore’s Brother.

Modernisation
As part of its modernisation program
the College has improved wheelchair
access at the Crumlin Road entrance.
Most of the boys’ toilets are due for
refurbishment in a staged
development that will last over a year.
Approval has also been given to
modernise the changing rooms and
facilities.

New Website

News Digest
The key work of the Conference this year has been the ongoing
visitations to the North Queen Street Residential Home. This started
in mid September and culminated with a Christmas Carol Service
with the Residents and the Lord Mayor of Belfast. During the visits,
the students sit about and chat with the residents, often reciting a bit
of poetry, singing songs and even the occasional game of bingo.

In October, the students attended the SVP Youth Conference
and were able to meet and share with their peers from across the
North on the types of work that they do.

November and December is all about our outreach programme
to the poor and needy. This year the boys gave out 87 hampers and
presents to a range of groups, organizations, families and individuals
in north and west Belfast. A major aspect of this giving is the cross
community perspective.

Another aspect of the SVP is the prayer group which meets
every Wednesday in the H.E. room. This gives the Conference a
strong sense of motivation and purpose.

 In all, we have 30 members in the Saint Malachy’s SVP
including two members of Staff.

The new website is now up and
running and can provide the latest
info on such things as the School
Calender and events as well as
all  essential information.



The College U19 basketballers put their
Cork opponents to the sword for the
second time this year to record their first
ever league and cup double at this level,
St. Malachy’s College were crowned
Ulster Schools Champions at the Antrim
Forum with two resounding victories over
Aquinas Grammar at U16 and U19 level
to once again remain the top Basketball
School in the north. In the U16 final
Aquinas and the College were all square
but the intrduction of sharp shooter
Conor Quinn turned the game for the
College. Peter Kelly dominared the
boards and James Smith played a
captains role throughout. Guards Owen
Duffy, Tom Dougherty and Joe O’Boyle
controlled the tempo of the game but it
was the outside shooting of Year 10
Conor Quinn that put the points on the
board and the College ran out
comfortable winners with 18 points to
spare.
In the U19 final Ciaran O’Boyle kept the
College in touch with a strong and much
fancied Aquinas team during the first
quarter. Once again David White was
able to close down Ben Horner, the key
player from Aquinas. Joe Gorman and
Kieran Mallon assisted the 6' 9" Keelan
Cairns who drilled home shot  after shot
to break the hearts of the Aquinas boys.
Strength in depth was a key factor in this
success with Kevin Burns, Caomhine
Eastwood, Stevie O’Connor and Eugene
McCormick contributing well to a
deserved and comprehensive win.

The U16 team were so unlucky to
be knocked out of the All Ireland Cup at
the quarter final stage away to old rivals
St. Fintans Dublin
However the College Sports Hall was
packed to the rafters to cheer home the
U19 squad as they once again beat
Aquinas to reach the semi-final of the All
Ireland Schools Cup. The College hit an
amazing eleven 3 pointers during what
was one of the best games played at the
Sports Hall. The College won the first
quarter but lost the next two quarters to
go into the final period trailing but once
again the defensive brilliance of David

Term's sports   round-up

White and the offensive awareness of
Ciaran O’Boyle and Keelan Cairns
combined to give the College a flattering
but deserved victory. the College will play
St Benildus Dublin in the semi-final at
Inchacore Dublin before Christmas.
Hopefully the Senior team will make it to
the fifth consecutive senior final at the
Arena next year.

The surprise of Colleges’ hurling this term
has been the showing of St Malachy’s
College. In October they won the qualifier
blitz for the Brother Rehill Cup, allowing
them to participate in the McGreevey
Cup. In the opening rounds of this cup
they had comprehensive wins over St
Benedict’s Randalstown, St Patrick’s
Bearnageeha and St Patrick’s Cavan. In
the quarter final they beat St Louis
Ballymena and then St Colman’s College
Newry in the semi final. In the final the
College had an eight point win over much
fancied St Patrick’s Keady Armagh.
Most of the College panel are drawn
from St Endas club in Glengormley. Rossa
hurler Mark Devlin took charge of these
young players and led them to this great
achievement. All involved deserve great
credit for this tremendous achievement.

McGreevey Cup Victory
for College Junior Hurlers

Residential Field Trip
Changes to the AS specification meant
that Year 13 students needed a wider
range of fieldwork knowledge earlier in
the course so on the 14th and 15th October
the Year 13 geography students headed
off ‘Into the West’on a two day residential
trip to Derrygonnelly Field Studies Centre.

They set off early Wednesday
morning in good spirits despite the rainy
weather and treated their teachers to an
impromptu concert of their favourite
songs for most of the two and a half hour
journey! On arrival they had a short while
to settle in to their rooms and then it was
straight to the classroom to begin work.

Day one consisted of a river study.
The students were first reminded of river
theory and then versed in the skills and
methods of collecting data.  Finally it was
back into the bus and off to the source of
the river.  The students were very focused
and dedicated to the task, despite the rain.
After a welcome meal and a chance to
dry out they returned to the classroom to
analyse and collate their data, creating
tables and drawing graphs. At the end of
the evening there was a little time to relax,
and with only a few gentle reminders from
the teachers it was off to bed.

On day two it was a rather weary
bunch of geographers who made it to
breakfast, but sustained by a lovely fry it
was back to the classroom to find out
about the next task - an analysis of a sand
dune system in Mullaghmore giving them
an opportunity to develop a new range of
skills.  The weather was much kinder on
the second day, and after the data was
gathered and a quick packed lunch it was
off to the field centre.

In a departure from physical geography
the final exercise involved an analysis of
land use patterns in Enniskillen town and
an opportunity to learn one of the
compulsory statistical analysis
techniques.It was a quieter but infinitely
better  informed group of students who
pulled into the College that evening.


