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News
From
Within

College to Represent
Ireland in South Africa

'

On Monday 24th May the Irish heat of the Sage International event was held in the
Great Hall at Queens.  In future years this event will be a full competition though in this
inaugural year both teams involved have already won through to the world event in
South Africa.  The format of the meeting was that each school presented its project to an
invited panel of local business people to read for ten minutes then did a 13 minute
presentation on their work and then a 7 minute question and answer section. St Michael’s
Faith School Dublin went first with their project on reusable bags made from waste
paper in India, linked to a social project in Dublin and a children’s project in India.  The
College went second with their project on bags and notepads. The other dimensions of
their project were a weekly cross-community project held in the College and the raising
of money for AIDS orphanages in South Africa. 
SAGE is a global community of teenage entrepreneurs sharing a common purpose: To
make the world a better place.  Basically teams think up an entrepreneurial project to
raise money for social projects at home and abroad.  The exercise involves liaison with
third level education students and is also grounded in environmental and social issues.
The local business judges at the event were Bishop McKeown; Mr Garret Curran,
Managing Director /Credit Suise; Mr Jim Collins, Chairperson Ortus; Mr Eamonn
Donaghy, Partner KPMG; Mr Paul Hanna. Cisco; Mr Paul Harding, Meltem Export;
Mr Charlie Jenkins, Lagan Holdings; Mr Tim Losty. Office of the First Minister and
Deputy First Minister; Sir Gerry Loughran Chairperson Phoenix Gas & Grafton
Recruitment; Mr Paul McCrory, Director Northern Ireland Children’s Enterprise; Mr
Gerry McGinn Chairperson Irish Nationwide; Professor Dennis Moloney, Senior Partner
Donnelly and Wall; Mr Donnagh Moorehead, Carbon Trust; Mr Mark O’Brien, Senior
Manager: Bank of Ireland; Mr John Reid, Deputy Director:  Regional Training Unit; Mr
Terry Sonner, Chartered Accountants Ireland.
Dr Curtis DeBerg the founder of SAGE travelled from California to advise on the event.

Preparation for the next wave of
GL Assessment begins.
Enrolment for this year’s GL
assessment began on May 24th

2010. Registration  forms can be
downloaded from the College
website, collected from the College
reception or sent out to your home
on request. We will be hosting an
Information and Familiarisation night
on Monday 21st June, beginning
with the Principal’s address, tour of
the classrooms used and ending with
a registration period for all those
wishing to sign up to sit the test in
St. Malachy’s College.
The closing date for the return of
the forms is Friday 17th September
2010 and the actual test will be held
in the College on Saturday 20th

November 2010. All pupils will be
notified of their scores on Saturday
5th February when results will arrive
in the post at the pupil's home
address.You are all welcome to
come along to our event and
familiarise yourselves with the
College facilities and the staff who
will be supervising on the day of
assessment.



Music Matters
Twilight Music Sessions
The first ever cohort of students on our new Twilight teaching course have just
finished their year with us.  Nine students completed the CEA AS music course
and a further six have been learning Music Technology skills.  This has been a
varied and interesting mix of personnel: students at other schools unable to
take the course, students in gap years and ‘mature’ students wishing to add to
their skills base. There are presently newspaper adverts announcing the
expansion of this scheme next year when we will be offering the above courses
plus A2 music, and lessons in Irish Traditional music and guitar.  More
information can be obtained form the head of music, Mr McCrisken.

Annual College Concert
The annual concert this year happened on Monday 26th April and the Ulster
Hall event was generously attended by family, friends, past staff, board of
governors and past pupils.  Around 120 boys performed orchestral, choral,
chamber and solo items and the styles ranged from classical to jazz and Irish
traditional.  We are proud of the calibre of the boys’ performances; so rich is
the choice for these concerts each year that worthy items have to be omitted
each time.  To help alleviate that situation we will again have a Junior Concert
this year – Thursday 17th June at 7.30 in the College Hall.

Fr Kevin McMullan
Past head of music Very Rev Kevin McMullan, now PP in Crossgar, recently
celebrated the 50th anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood.  At a
celebration in his parish he admitted the highlight of the evening was a visit by
our Senior String Quartet who played music by Haydn, for whom Fr McMullan
has a special fondness.  Fr McMullan is rightly acclaimed as the individual
who, more than any other, established the excellence of music in this college
over many years.  All of us owe him a debt of gratitude and we all send our
fondest wishes to him at this special time.

A meeting was held in the College on
Wednesday 19th as part of a series of meetings
organised in association with the Commission
for Catholic Education.  The purpose of the
meeting was to discuss the Commission's
proposed plans for educational provision in
North Belfast. The Commission was
represented by Bishop Donal McKeown
(also there as Chair of the College’s Board
of Governors) and Gerry Lundy (Project
Director) of the Commission.  Dr. Morrin and
the Board of Governors were also there.  Jim
Fitzpatrick from the Politics Show, returning
to his Alma Mater, hosted the evening.

The Commission basically proposes
that St Malachy’s and Dominican College
Fortwilliam remain single sex but become  all-
ability schools. Little Flower and Bearnageeha
will be replaced by a co-ed school on the
same site.  Hightown would become another
new co-ed.

The main discussion option for the
Commission  was whether there should be a
fifth new co-ed school located in the Ardoyne
area.

There was however, a lively and far
ranging discussion which naturally strayed into
the debate on whether the College should
remain a Grammar School. Bishop McKeown
pointed out that the Commission had long
stated its preference for comprehensive
education but reminded the audience that the
Commission was engaged in a consultation
process and that no option was being ruled in
or out.  Recent developments in Catholic
education in Strabane were examined as a
model of how things might proceed. Parents
from Crumlin also brought up the issue of the
lack of an approprite secondary school in that
area and the issues with the daily commute to
the College.

Catholic Education in
North Belfast



175 +

As usual, the boys of Year 8 took over Carrickfergus Castle for their
annual History Field Trip.  This year, they found out how to besiege a
Norman Castle, how to obey the rules of the Feudal System and
how to survive the infamous Murder Hole.  Pupils had been well
prepared for their visit and asked a series of very searching questions
which, in some cases, even gave the Tour Guides food for thought

At the end of the school year, especially at GCSE and A level years,
every student’s thoughts are fixed on the summer holidays and the
future.  All too often this results in a very casual attitude to the return
of textbooks.  Failure to return what are increasingly expensive texts
puts an unnecessary strain on the College which has to pay to replace
them.  Textbooks remain the biggest individual costs for most school
departments. If you have any textbooks from previous years please
return them to the school whose property they are.

It's the law

There are still some copies available of the College’s excellent 175th

anniversary history, edited by Mr. Sean Corrigan. These can be
purchased from the Office priced at £30  and would make an excellent
gift for anyone interested in the life of the College over almost two
centuries.

Where are those books??

Over the past few months the library has been the home
for a few events aimed at encouraging boys to read.

Years 8 and 9 held the first of what is hoped to be
many Book Swaps. This event was organised by the
college English Dept. The boys were encouraged to find
any old books that they were finished with and bring them
into school to swap for books that would be new to them.
The enthusiasm showed by our youngest readers meant
that by the end of the day almost 1000 books had
exchanged hands. A great achievement that hopefully kept
the boys entertained during the long cold winter nights
that we experienced. Hopefully this will become an annual
event that can be replicated by all students at the college.

Throughout the year we also witnessed the
continuation of the School Reading Group and although
the attending numbers were not huge, those that did, have
thoroughly enjoyed sharing feedback on the novels that
they have chosen. Friendships that hopefully will run the
length of at least their college lives have begun and all the
boys have also enjoyed the friendly atmosphere created
by Miss McAteer who has even provided juice and
biscuits to make it the perfect afternoon. Anyone interested
in joining just let the Librarian know.

March 4 2010 was World book day and the boys
were all encouraged throughout this week to read a little
extra by teachers who made time available to enable boys
to read more throughout the week. The library made
access to a great website available for those boys who
preferred to have a story read to them via the internet. A
dozen authors recited their novels to an excited audience
who improved both their literacy and I.T. skills
simultaneously.

Statistically the boys have increased their
readership figures throughout the academic year by almost
20%, a trend that hopefully will continue. Some boys are
just born to read as the
aptly named Michael
Reid from year 8
proved to be the
keenest boy in the
school by borrowing
and reading well over
50 books alone. BookSwap 2010

News Digest

The boys of Year 8 and Year 9 brought in an amazing 987 books for
this year’s inaugural BookSwap!  This monster effort was part of a
series of events to mark World Book Day in the College. The idea
was to clear out any of their once loved books from under their
mothers' feet and give them a new lease of life by letting someone
else read them. All the books went onto the table and you could bring
home a book you hadn’t read before. Abandoned and heart-broken
books found new homes and got to know new readers and each
contributor got a ticket for special prizes, donated by Dr. Morrin.

We look forward to next year, when we hope to top the 1,000
book mark!

The College has always been known for the number of lawyers it
produces but now for the first time it is experimenting with the teaching
of Law as a GCSE and A Level subject.  This subject will be very
much an innovation  as it will the first subject not to be taught in the
traditional way but rather by  video conferencing with the publisher
Nelson Thornes making much greater use of the equipment provided
by C2K.

Library Matters



Term's sports   round-up

Year 10 Soccer

(Year 8 Ulster Schools Basketball Cup)
The College's attempt to lift the cup for
the eight consecutive year  was foiled by
St Patrick’s Academy, Dungannon.  The
height and speed of the Dungannnon
school was just too much for the smaller
but more skillful Belfast players. Only 2
points separated the teams at the end with
a St Malachy’s 3 point attempt from
Conor McCann to win the Cup running
out on the buzzer. However to reach the
final the College had decisive victories
over, St Louis Ballymena; St Joseph’s
Derry; St Columb’s College Derry; St
Patrick’s Dungannon. In the semi final the
College were outstanding against a
strong St Patrick’s Grammar Armagh.
MVP in the tournament was St Malachy’s
player Conor McCann who had
outstanding performances throughout the
competition

15 boys teams from around
N.Ireland competed, with schools from
Armagh, Newry, Derry and Ballymena
represented. Also for the first time girls
competed for the Vince Halloran Shield
with Ulidia Integrated College
Carrickfergus winning out in the end.

.
Darren Clarke Schools'

Golf League
The school golf team entered the Darren
Clarke Schools Golf League for the first
time this year, a competition comprising

of 54 schools from throughout Northern
Ireland. The competition was held on a
group basis and the squad was made up
of nine players, with seven playing in each
match. The boys performed very well,
winning each of their four group matches
against Wellington College (4.5 – 2.5),
Aquinas (6 – 1),  BRA ( 5 – 2) and
OLSPCK ( 6 – 1). The win against
Knock at Malone Golf Club was
particularly impressive as they are a
school that compete at a high level every
year.
The quarter finals matched us against
Coleraine INST at Cairndhu Golf Club
outside Larne. A fantastic match but
unfortunately a 4 3 loss saw us exit the
competition but with our heads held high.
One of the Coleraine players made a 20
footer for birdie on the last to win the
match!
The boys really enjoyed the experience
and have two more events before the end
of the year, Ulster Schools Junior Golf
Competition and the Darren Clarke Finals
Day.
Particular thanks must go to Mr.Danny
Fulton and Mr.Alastair McDiarmid for
their help and support throughout the
competition.
Squad: Dominic Pollock; Michael
Bannon; Conor McDiarmid; Kristian
Healy; Joseph O’Boyle; Conor Bradley;
Patrick McDiarmid; Conor Kelly; Mark
Hillen

The College won the Ulster Colleges
B final of the Loch An Iuir Cup.in
Gaelic football.
It has been 25 yearssince they last
played at this level.
The team had been in an unbeaten run
in the group stages  with victories over
St Louis Kilkeel, St Pius Magherafelt,
Colaiste Cholmcille Ballyshannon and
Strabane High School.  They beat a
very tough Carrickmacross team in the
quarter final to play the competition
favourites St Paul’s Bessbrook in the
semi final. St Paul’s took an early lead
but were in the end were convincingly
beaten.
The final against St Eunan’s was a much

Vince Halloran Cup

Loch An Iuir

closer affair and though the College lead
for most of the match St Eunans scored a
goal in the last three minutes to put them
one point ahead.  However in the dying
minutes of the match Cormac Ross drove
home the winning point. 

The Year 10 soccer team finished off
another successful campaign with an
excellent win in the Belfast Cup, beating
Rathmore 1 0 at Windsor Park. The boys
saved their best performance of the year
for the big stage. Windsor was in perfect
condition, two days after the Irish Cup
Final and the boys, despite only winning
by a single goal, were comprehensive
winners. Matthew McCann scored from
close range after another stunning corner
from the cultured left foot of Seamus
McGarry. The back four have loads of
pace and were well marshalled by captain
Pat McAllister. Conor Kearney and
Matthew McCann drove the team
forward from midfield, with Jack Turley
and Seamie McGarry creating plenty of
opportunities for the front men. The
powerful Cormac Ross and energetic Eoin
Kane caused lots of problems for the
Rathmore defenders but, to his great credit,
the Rathmore goalkeeper made some
excellent saves.


