		           ST. MALACHY’S COLLEGE  BEREAVEMENT POLICY





AIMS


to promote and develop the ideals, values and beliefs of the College as set out in its Mission Statement.


to endeavour to inform the whole school community of any student suffering bereavement following the death of a close relative.





RATIONALE


To ensure that, as well as his educational needs,  the emotional and spiritual needs of any bereaved student are addressed.  In formulating a bereavement policy, the College is conscious of its own motto, ‘Gloria ab Intus’ and its Christian community ethos, and has priests on the staff and a Student Support Teacher  to offer support, if required. 





PURPOSE


To inform governors, staff, students and present and prospective parents of Bereavement Provision in St. Malachy’s College.  This policy will be placed on the College web-site, www.stmalachys.com.





GUIDELINES


If informed of the death by telephone, office staff should immediately inform the class tutor and Year Head of any close bereavement affecting a student in his/her class/year.


If the class tutor receives written notification of a death, s/he should immediately inform the Year Head and  the student’s subject teachers of any close bereavement affecting a student in his/her class.


As there are many different reactions to grief and grieving, office staff, Matron and all teachers should also be informed. 


 In the case of the death of a parent or sibling, a notice of the death and funeral arrangements should be posted in staff rooms.


 In the case of the death of a parent or sibling, a home visit should be made, where possible. 


	


IMPLEMENTATION


	


STAFF


Class tutors to  express sympathy and offer help, if required.


Student Support teacher or other appropriate teacher to meet student and offer help.


If a teacher notices a sustained deterioration in the work or behaviour of a bereaved student, s/he should inform the class tutor and Year Head, who should discuss with the Student Support Teacher the temporary placing of the student’s name on the Special Needs register.


Parent(s) to be informed of any proposed action.


 If parents so wish, students may be referred to the appropriate agency when further help is required.


	


STUDENTS


At the discretion of the Year Head/class tutor, classmates of a bereaved student will be informed and advised how to support him on his return to school.


In the case of the death of a parent or sibling, classmates should be encouraged to attend the removal of the remains.


A  few close classmates should be taken to the funeral.





In the event of the death of a student,  the class tutor, Year Head (and others as necessary) will take steps to support the students in the class(es), and if necessary to offer counselling.


A Mass for the class should be arranged for an appropriate time later.


 The immediate family of the deceased should be invited to attend.





In the event of the death of a member of staff, a Mass for the whole school, the whole year or the main year groups taught by the teacher should be celebrated within a reasonable time from the funeral.


The immediate family of the deceased should be invited to attend.	
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