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Year 12 AS/A Level Subject Choice 
Process
• Year 12 students will choose the subjects they wish to study at AS/A 

Level throughout Year 13-14 
• This will be a choice or 3 or 4 subjects (only qualifying students may 

choose 4) 
• Mrs Graham will outline the specifics of this later in the 

presentation



Why is Careers Important?

• Prompts you to begin important 
thought processes 

• Informs the choices you are making
• Introduces you to options that you 

may not otherwise have known you 
had 

• Directs you to crucial information 
• Helps to potentially eradicate wrong 

choices before you make them 



Things to Consider

• Career aspirations 
• Current labour market 
• Entry Requirements 
• Student’s interests/passions 
• Current areas of success 
• Skills development 
• Maintaining a broad range of subjects 

• NI Skills Barometer - https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/
publications/economy/Skills-Barometer-2021-Summary-Report.pdf 

https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/economy/Skills-Barometer-2021-Summary-Report.pdf
https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/economy/Skills-Barometer-2021-Summary-Report.pdf
https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/economy/Skills-Barometer-2021-Summary-Report.pdf


S.T.E.M

S = Science (e.g. Biomedical Scientist) 

T = Technology (e.g. Computer Network Architect) 

E = Engineering (e.g. Mechanical Engineer) 

M = Mathematics (e.g. Accountant)



Traditional Subjects/Careers

• Traditional academic subjects like History, Geography, etc are still as 
relevant in 2024 as they ever have been 

• Despite a huge emphasis on STEM, these subjects continue to be 
imperative in preparing students effectively for a competitive labour market 
(skills development) 

• Replacement demand means continued employment prospects in the 
traditional sectors supplied by St Malachy’s College students 

• E.g. Legal professions, teaching, architecture, dentistry, medicine etc 

• Students shouldn’t feel obliged to move into a STEM related field 
• They should, however, be aware of the competitive job market in many of 

these sectors and prepare themselves by developing employable skills



Current Labour Market
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Entry Requirements

• Students need to look further up the road and work backwards 
• University study? If so, which courses and at which universities 
• Apprenticeship? If so, which type and where? 

• What are the entrance criteria for the subjects I wish to study in 
Sixth Form at St Malachy’s College? 

• Am I currently meeting those requirements according to my latest 
assessment data



Interests/Passions

• Try to ensure that your interests and passions are reflected in your 
subject choices 

• Don’t restrict yourself solely to subjects linked to labour market 
trends  

• Convey a sense of who you are in your subject choices 
• Is there a subject/s that reflects your personal interests like Art, 

Business Studies, History or Sports Science?



Current Areas of Success

• You want to ensure that you are as successful as possible in your A 
Level studies 

• Therefore, try to select subjects where you have a track record of 
success 

• Subjects where you have developed the skills required to ensure 
successful further study





Broad Range of Subjects

• Try to show potential future employers that you have a broad range of skills 
when they look at your CV 

• Can you demonstrate: 
• Success in a language? 
• Team work? 
• Problem solving? 
• Business knowledge? 
• Digital skills? 

• Facilitating Subjects are quite popular selections to back up STEM subjects 
e.g. History is highlighted by the Russell Group of universities as a subject 
that facilitates successful university level study 

• We offer a range of new subjects (like Politics) at AS/A Level



Head and Heart Approach



Year 12 / AS Level  
 Subject Choice Process & Sixth 

Form Entry 2024 

Mrs Lois Graham  
(VP Curriculum)



AS Subjects 2024-25
Art Biology Business Studies Chemistry

Computing English Literature  Economics Government & Politics

History Health & Social Care Geography ICT - CTEC

 Irish Maths/ 
Further Maths Physics PE

 Sport - BTEC Spanish Technology Religious Studies 

Drama MIA French* Music*



Collaboration 

• French  
• Music 
• Sociology 
• Travel & Tourism 
• Performing Arts 
• MIA  

Edmund Rice College RBAI



Potential Additional Courses 
• Financial Capability (Diploma) 
• Sociology  
• Travel & Tourism  
• Media Studies  



 Returning to Sixth Form? 
• Decision 1- do you plan to return to study three/ four A levels ?  
• Let us know - sliding scale 1 to 5 
• Yes / no … maybe you wish to select choices to keep options open 

in August. 

• Decision 2- which subjects do you plan to study ?  
• Will it be THREE or FOUR subjects?  
• Do you wish to identify a reserve choice ? 



Entrance Requirements
 for A level studies 

• 12 points at GCSE 
• A* = 4 points 

• A  = 3 points 

• B = 2 points

• C* = 1.5 points 

• C = 1 points 

• Subject Specific Criteria 

Results Day : Thursday 22 
August 2024

Transition Interview Day : 
Friday 23 August 2024



Modern Foreign 
Languages

CCEA A in Language 
 and C* in English Language/ Literature

Mathematics   CCEA

B in GCSE Further Maths.   

Students without Further Maths, A in GCSE 
Maths having completed both M4 & M8 papers, 
with a minimum of 70% raw score in M8. 

History/ 
Geography

CCEA
A in History/ Geography or 
B in History/Geography  
… and B in English Language/ Literature 

Subject Criteria



Art/MIA CCEA

C* in GCSE Art/MIA  
Students without GCSE Art/MIA, must be able to 
demonstrate a high degree of aptitude, ability and 
motivation for the subject.  

Drama    WJEC 

B Grade at GCSE Drama with at least a C* grade 
in English Language / Literature 
Students without GCSE Drama must have 
previous experience ( inside or outside school) 

Computing CCEA

A in GCSE Computing with 20 points across 6 subjects, 
including at least  A grades in Mathematics and Further 
Mathematics  
Students without GCSE Computing can access  is course 
provided the other requirements are achieved. 

Subject Criteria



Subject Choice Process 
• Select choices in order of preference 1,2,3,(4) 

• ONE Collaborative subject  

• Number of choices ( 3 or 4?)  

• Comment or feedback - clashes, other options ?  

• Deadline Friday 23 February 2024 

• Google Form - through Google Classroom , C2K Email or  Parent App 









Year 12 Subject Choice Deadline
  Friday 23 Feb 2024

• Access Careers Guidance and resources
• Use Options Booklet - on website & Yr 12 GC 
• Consider AS Choices - and entry requirements 
• Submit Choices using the Google Form 

which can be accessed through the pastoral 
GC , your C2k email or Parent App. 



Contact Details
Careers 
Mr C Johnston 
cjohnston320@c2ken.net 

Mr L McGuiness  
lmcguinness033@c2ken.net 

Choices/Timetable 
Mrs L Graham 
lgraham269@c2ken.net 

Sixth Form Entry 
Mrs N McAlister 
nmcalister341@c2ken.net

mailto:lmcguinness033@c2ken.net
mailto:lgraham269@c2ken.net

